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With a multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and
multi-denominational society, along with
a low cost of living, excellent education
facilities offering curricula from around
the world and high-quality healthcare,
Bahrain is an attractive destination for
expat families.

The Kingdom provides a holiday destina-
tion on your doorstep boasting an archi-
pelago of 33 islands, a cosmopolitan capi-
tal city, an attractive liberal lifestyle and a
rich history and cuiture: from historic
monuments such as the Al Khamis
Mosque, dating back to 692 A.D, to one of
the most modern Formula One racetracks

in the world at the Bahrain International
Circuit.

By sea, you can sail, dolphin watch, fish,
scuba dive or kite surf. On land, there are
gyms, horse riding stables and sports
clubs, including rugby, tennis, soccer,
cricket and basketball. Furthermore, our
Royal Golf Club, designed by international
champion Colin Montgomerie, is a unique
attraction.

In sport, our facilities are world-class. We
are the home of Formula One in the Gulf,
becoming the first Middle Eastern coun-
try to host a Grand Prix in 2004, and host-
ing the season’s opening race in 2010.

e Kingdom of Bahrain has many different attrac-
tions to cater to a myriad of interests. For history
lovers, there is the rich heritage of ancient civiliza-
tions, which date back to over 5,000 years, with
many temples and burial mounds to explore. A
good place to start With is the Bahrain National
Museum where you can learn about Bahrain’s rich
history throughout the millennia.

Forts at Riffa, Arad and of course the Bahrain Fort
itself are remarkable examples of ancient architec-
ture. Closer to the present, historically speaking,
you can visit the restored houses of Muharraq
which depict Bahraini style of homes as they were
during the last century. Or you can learn about the
history of pearl diving at the pearl museum. More
recent landmarks well worth the visit include Oil
Well No. 1 and the 25 km King Fahd Causeway
which links Bahrain to Saudi Arabia.

Nature lovers may visit the Al Areen wildiife sanctu-
ary where they will see flamingos, ostriches,
camels and the renowned Oryx; or take a trip to
the centre of the island and gaze in wonder at the
Tree of Life which has survived for hundreds of
years in the middle of the desert. If your interest is
sports, then take a Friday trip to race course at
Sakhir. And whilst you're there, why not pop across
to the Bahrain International Circuit for some motor
sports fun, or enjoy the nearby water sports at the
Lost Paradise of Dilmun Water Park, the largest and
most advanced water park in the Middle East.
Stamps and Currency collectors will have a field
day at the stamps and currency museums. And for
those of you interested to knowing more about
Islam, then head for the Al Fateh Mosque in the
new Juffair area where friendly guides are ready to
enlighten you.

halls:one devotedto archaeologyand-the ent civill
sation of Dilmun, while two halls depict the culture and
lifestyle of Bahrain's recent pre-industrial past,and the
fourth is devoted to natural history, focusing on the
natural environment of Bahrain featuring specimens of
Bahrain's flora and fauna.

Oil Museumn and the First Oil Well. As the name suggests,
this is the first oil production well in the Arabian Gulf and is
located in Bahrain. The museum showcases the history of
the oil industry in Bahrain for over a century. The Oil
Museum houses some fascinating exhibits, including
drilling equipment, documents, old photographs and a
working model of an oil rig.

Museum of Pearl Diving. The Museum of Pearl Diving's
building is regarded one of the most important and historic
buildings in Bahrain. Its importance derives from being the
first official location of the Bahrain Courts prior to becom-
ing museum.

Bait Al Qur'an. This landmark building, meaning House of
the Qur'an, was built to accommodate a comprehensive
and valuable collection of the Holy Qur'an and related
manuscripts, a collection unique in the Arabian Gulf. All
visitors are welcome, and the complex comprises a mosque,
a library, an auditorium, a school and museum consisting of
five exhibition halls.

Currency Museum. The museum displays a comprehensive
collection of the currency used in Bahrain from the begin-
ning of Islam until modern times. The collection is priceless
and includes some very rare coins. The museum is located
on the Bahrain Central Bank premises.

Stamps Museum. A remarkable collection of all the stamps
issued and used in Bahrain are in display. The museum is
located in the Ministry of Transportation building.

Rashid Al Oraifi Museum.This museum is an adaptive re-use
of the Al Oraifi family's private residence where artwork,
inspired by the Dilmun culture and history by one of
Bahrain's most talented artists, Rashid Al Oraifi, is on display.
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Sheikha Latifa girl Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President
opened the Dubai Culture and Arts
"Dubai  Culture”, officially events
"Ladies Day" in the exhibition "Design
Down Town" original contemporary
design exhibition, which is held under

the patronage of Her Highness.
*

l mportance of the exhibition is
"Downtown Design”, which lasts three
days of high-profile global events that
highlight the latest trends in the
design industry and includes a series of
discussion sessions and workshops
geared for those involved in the design
sector, including architects, artists and
collectors artwork and exhibitors and
designers from around the zone

During the opening, said Sheikha
Latifa: design represents an essential
element within the creative movement
of any city and stand out from this
perspective the importance of Down-

8

Sheikha Latifa

Mohammed girl
opens events

"Ladies Day”

town Design exhibition to highlight
the pioneering cultural role played by
the city of Dubai as a destination for
the convergence of civilizations and a
forum for the exchange of visions of
ideas between stakeholders arts
sector and design from all over the the
world ..

rhe bulk of our focus remains
directed towards the incorporation of
a typical environment enriches the
spirit of creativity and innovation
within all areas of cultural life
Sheikha Latifa stressed that the future
of the design industry based on the
integration of creative young talent
with seasoned experts which
increases the importance of giving
them an integrated platform to
express their creative Mknunathm and
inform them of the latest global trends
in this area.

She added: "represents holding
events Duane Town Design in Dubai
tributary of the objectives of the
Dubai Culture aimed at creating plat-
forms creative and innovative form
incubator and encouraging the

talents of outstanding environment”
.marbh the hope that the work
presented at the event will be in addi-
tion to the discussion sessions,
programs and workshops hosted by
element of real artistic inspiration to
the community.

She said that "thanks to the possibil-
ity offered by the exhibition of
culturaland civilizational communica-
tion and constructive interaction and
being a platform for the exchange of
creative ideas, we are confident that
he will play a vital role in consolidat-
ing the leading position

Of the city of Dubai on the world
map design industry.” _

This is reflected in the support of HH
Sheikha Latifa girl Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum for this show

deep interest in and commitment to
continue to strive towards the upgrad-
ing of Dubai to the vital center of
culture, art and design through grant
support global events that offerimpor-
tant opportunities to enhance

communication and cooperation
within the artistic community in the
region.

Downtown Design is the leading
platform for leading brands to review
the latest designs and innovative tech-
nologies and meeting with experts
and stakeholders and those interested
in this field to exchange insights and
creative ideas on how to develop the
sector..and celebrates the show talent
promising and the values of quality
and excellence in working with mainly
focus on the importance of authentic-
ity concepts creativity in the designs.
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